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Citizen  Corps Council 
  

Johna Beech,  
Kenai Chamber of  

Commerce 
 

Lori Engler 
Kenai Peninsula  

Independent Living Center 
 

Mary Jane Hanley, RN,  
Public Health, Retired  

 

Paula Martin, PhD,  
Asst. Dir. Academic Affairs, 

Kenai Peninsula College 
 

William R. Nelson,  
Civil Air Patrol & 

 Amateur Radio Operator 
 

Elena Powers 
Kenai Public Health 

 

Keith Randall,  
Senior Chaplain,   

Central Emergency Services 
 

Jane Schultz,   
Kenai Peninsula 

EMS Coordinator 
 

Jackie Stringham, 
Retired Teacher, Public 

 

Glenda Landua, 
Program Coordinator 

KPB/OEM 

INSIDE 

Recent Training and  
Upcoming Opportunities pg. 2 

 
Portable Shelter Training  

CERT Deploys 
pg. 3 

 
FEMA ICS Training;  

CERT Exercise Opportunity 
pg. 4 

Resources for building stronger, safer communities on the Kenai Peninsula Winter 2011 
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Register for the GPS or portable shelter classes wi th 
Glenda, 262-2098, glandua@borough.kenai.ak.us 

Jan. 9, 6-9pm GPS class - Kasilof Fire Station, Instruc-
tor Mike McConahy (sign up with Glenda). 

Jan. 12, Seward - 8am - 4pm, 6pm - 8pm Mass Casu-
alty Portable Shelter Set-up Training , Seward Cruise 
Ship Terminal 

Jan. 14, Kenai - 8am-4pm, Mass Casualty Portable 
Shelter Set-up Training , Kenai Airport Fire Station #2 

Jan. 15, Homer - 8am - 4pm, Mass Casualty Portable 
Shelter Set-up Training ,  Location:  old school gym 
(currently the Boys & Girls Club and temporary City offices) on 
Woodside Ave. (off of Pioneer). 

For CISM Classes  -  Contact Jane Schultz, 
jschultz@sremsc.org, 283-9322, by Jan. 5th to regis-
ter.  

Jan 16-18, 8am - 6pm. Soldotna ERC, Critical Incident 
Stress Management (CISM), Cost $150  

Jan 19-20, 8:30am - 5pm, Soldotna ERC, Advanced 
Critical Incident Stress Management , Cost $150 

Jan 21, Traffic Control help needed with the Seward  
Annual Polar Bear Jump-off.  Contact Marilyn Suther-
land, polarbearseward@yahoo.com, 224-5230 

Feb. 10 & 11, Alaska Shield Exercise  -  CERT has 
been invited to participate in the Alaska Shield exercise 
on Feb. 10 & 11.  The scenario is an extended natural 
gas outage in Soldotna & Sterling during subzero tem-
peratures.  There are many possible roles for CERT, 
including neighborhood checks, information hotlines, 
shelter setup and staffing, role playing evacuees, etc.  
Opportunities abound.  The more interest, the more in-
volvement opportunities!  Interested?  Contact Glenda.  

Feb. 13 - 25,  Kenai CERT Class , Lead Instructor:  Sam 
Satathite, Beacon Fire Training Center, Kenai (download 
schedule at www.kpvolunteers.org, register with Glenda) 

Mar. 2, 6-9pm, Seward CERT Search and Rescue Re-
view, Seward Military Resort, Sign-up with Glenda. 

Mar. 3, 9am - 3pm, Seward CERT Search and Rescue 
Refresher Exercise , Seward Military Resort, Sign-up 
with Glenda. 

Tentative - Mar. 12 -24, Seward CERT Class , Lead 
Instructor Curt Jacobson, Location TBA, (download sched-
ule at www.kpvolunteers.org, register with Glenda). 

Visit www.kpvolunteers to download the Kenai and 
Seward CERT Class schedules. Contact Glenda to 
sign up or for more details about any of the CERT 
classes (262-2098, glandua@borough.kenai.ak.us). 

September 9 & 10: American Red 
Cross Shelter Operations and Simula-
tion  Thanks to ARC instructor Phyllis 
Hagen, who offered this class in both 
Seward and Soldotna, and our own 
Frank Keener , ARC and CERT volun-
teer, who assisted with the Soldotna 
class. Newly-trained CERT volunteers include  Roxy Banks, Linda 
Berryman, Tom Burg, Clif Caffall, Sheree Efta, Holl y Flynn, 
Mary Gaiser, Jeanne Galvano, Sal Galvano, Karen Hak ala, 
Kathy Heindl, Gary Hindman, Linda Hindman, Bill How ell, Millie 
Jeakins, Sue Lang, Ludy Link, Patricia Mayhan, Carl a Merrill, 
Dave Merrill, Gordon Merrill, Bud Sexton, Mickey So pkowiak, 
Jackie Stringham, Tommy Thompson, Peggy Ventura, Ka tja 
Wolfe  and Jerry Wood.  

September 24: Homer Library Preparedness Day 

A HUGE thanks to  CERT volunteer Frank Vondersaar for helping 
the Homer Library secure a $5000 grant to purchase 70 disaster 
kits consisting of a 5-gal. bucket, an American Red Cross (ARC) 
weather/AM/FM hand-crank radio, an ARC Deluxe Personal First 
Aid Kit, and FEMA’s “Preparing for Disaster” brochure.  Frank 
helped organize the day and was on hand to hand out buckets and 
promote preparedness ! 

September 24: Homer Airport Disaster Drill  
Thanks to Roxy Banks, Steven Friend, Patty 
Graham, Millie Jeakins and Pat Mayhan who 
helped out with Homer Airport Tri-Annual Disas-
ter Drill. 

September 27 & 28: American Heart Associa-
tion HeartSaver First Aid/CPR Class Thanks to Jane Schultz for 
teaching the class and  CERT volunteers Steve Stringham, 
Sheree Efta, Mary Gaiser, & Jerry Wood  for participating.    

October 1: Pet First Aid and Disaster Preparedness   

Thanks to Jane Schultz for providing the Pet First Aid/CPR class 
and Dave Merrill, Gordon Merrill,  Carla Merrill, Kathy Heindl, 
Lyn Brooks, Hunjoo Choi and Uli Minelga for participating! 

November 5:  Kasilof Fire Station Tour 

Central Emergency Services (CES) Engineer Mike McConahy pro-
vided Kasilof CERT volunteers (new and old) with a tour and an 
excellent overview of CES service area capabilities. Thanks!  

December 12:  Kasilof CERT SAR practice  Thanks to Instructor 
Mike Huckabay for leading a refresher 
search and rescue, triage and radio com-
munication practice.  CERT volunteers 
Cheryl Morse, Robert Knowlton, 
Roberta Wilfong, Donna Endresen, 
Ludy Link, Mickey Sopkowiak, Jane 
Misner, and Katja Wolfe all participated,  
Principal Bob VanDerVWege, Carleen Ducker , and Sue Todd 
from the school emergency team also joined the fun.   
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In emergency situations, the Kenai Peninsula Borough uses Rapid Notify (sometimes 
called “reverse 911”) to alert residents in affected areas and give instructions about what 
actions to take. Land lines are automatically included in the system, but cell phones are 
not because they are not tied to a given location. You can now register your cell phone for 
inclusion in the Rapid Notify program by going to www.borough.kenai.ak.us/ emergency/
cellreg.htm and following the steps described there. 
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The Kenai Peninsula Borough Office of Emergency Management (OEM) has a new resource: a three unit portable shelter that can 
be deployed rapidly to serve as a field hospital, emergency shelter or command post for prolonged incidents and a variety of other 
uses. And this shelter is no ordinary wall tent: it’s insulated, comes with a lighting system and generator and has 962 square feet of 
usable floor space. It will travel in its own dedicated trailer. It is designed so that it can be set up by four to six trained personnel in 
under two hours. 

So what does this have to do with CERT? Well, someone has to form that team (or “those teams”) of trained personnel! In a large-
scale emergency, first line emergency reponse personnel may not be available to deploy and manage the shelter. Therefore, OEM 
Director Eric Mohrmann has asked whether CERT volunteers would be interested in forming a “Shelter Team”, practicing with the 
shelter and being available to take the lead in situations when shelter deployment is needed. 

The shelter doesn’t require tools to put up, but it does require a bit of precision and a methodical, organized approach. Although 
the frame is lightweight aluminum, the vinyl walls and roof are heavier, so at least a couple of team members will need a little mus-
cle as well. And at least one member should have (or be willing to develop) some basic familiarity with generators. 

Training is scheduled for Seward on January 12 (Seward Cruise Ship Terminal  8am to 4pm and 6pm - 8pm),  Kenai on January 14 
(8am to 4pm, Kenai Airport Fire Station) and Homer on January 15 (9am to 5pm at the old school).  More details will be coming by 
email soon!  If this sounds like something you would enjoy and you want to learn more, contact Glenda at 262-2098 or by email at 
glandua@borough.kenai.ak.us. 
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September Flooding  Lots of rain in early September made for wet conditions in Seward, including some flooding in the Clear 
Creek area. Local residents expressed concern about possible contamination of their well water as a result of the flooding, and the 
Kenai Peninsula Borough Office of Emergency Management arranged for testing in the affected neighborhood. Because this was 
something that needed to happen quickly and we needed to ensure that each household was contacted, the decision was made 
to deploy CERT volunteers to go door-to-door with information about the testing program. Thanks to the Bear Creek Volunteer 
Fire Dept. for printing out informational flyers and maps, and CERT volunteers Carol Griswold, Sue Lang, Cheryl Seese and 
Peggy Ventura for going door-to-door through the affected area.  Most residents did submit samples for testing and no coliform 
contamination was found. 
 
November Wind Damage & Power Outages   The month of November was wild, windy and cold resulting in two serious power 
outages that lasted from hours to days in communities across the Borough.  Thanks to the many  CERT volunteers who answered 
the call to help at the Kenai Armory and AVTEC shelter locations (Seward:  Chip Arnold, Carol Griswold, Fred Surio, Jamie 
Walker and Robert Walton ; Central:  Mary Gaiser, Lyn Brooks, Mickey Sopkowiak, Griselda  Mustard, Ludy Link, Vic Hett, 
Jane Handy, Liz Dalton, Bill Nelson, Dave, Gordon, & Carla Merrill, Sharon & Robert Knowlton, Liz Dalt on, Jerry Patter-
son, Rick Moore, Amanda Chesley, Terry Van Winkle, Dave Groskopf, Stan Mishin, Don Petroze, Jack & Rob in Ross, Dot 
Hagen, Lindsey Sagami, Sheree Efta, Mary Jane Hanle y, Dan Devereux, Randi Randal, Kathy Heindl, Wayne & Jane 
Schultz, Glynes Gerrior, Teresa Hoops, Susan Jones,  Linda Berryman, Donna Endresen, Larry Navarro, Mar tha Hughes 
and Amorette Payment . CERT shined!  Thanks also to SSG Burns and SFC Howard at the Kenai National Guard for opening 
the Armory and doing such a great job helping set things up as well as watching out for our guests and volunteers! 
 
Fall Health & Safety Fairs  -  Many opportunities t o promote preparedness - thanks to all who helped!    
Oct. 1: Home Depot Safety Saturday  A big thanks to our partners Kenai Home Depot, the Kenai Fire Dept, Kenai Police Dept., 
Nikiski Fire Dept., Div. of Forestry Firewise, Moose Horn Amateur Radio Club and CPH Safe Kids Coalition for a fun day of safety 
related activities! Thanks to CERT Volunteers Tommy Thompson, Ludy Link, Gary Hindman, Lindsey Sa gami  and Mary 
Gaiser for working at our table and Mike Huckabay for giving tours of the OEM Mobile Command Vehicle.  

Oct. 8 - Celebrating Healthy Lifestyles at the Seward Cruise Ship Terminal. Thanks to CERT Volunteer Fred Surio for helping 
with everything  -  from set-up to pack-up at this event!   
 
Oct. 22 - Seward Health Fair. Thanks to Jeanne Galvano for helping throughout the day and Sal Galvano for helping pack up! 
Jeanne and I had a great time, once we found each other  -  which is my new favorite “what can go wrong at a Health Fair” story!  
Kudos to Curt Jacobson, Chip Arnold, Jeanne and Sal Galvano, Fred Surio, Mariah Johnson , and Sue Lang for meeting 
after the Fair to plan CERT training activities.  Seward CERT volunteers watch your email for upcoming happenings in Feb/March.  
 
Oct. 29 - Hope Health Fair .  Thanks to Jeanne  and Sal Galvano for driving up to the Hope Health Fair! You two are awesome! 
 
Nov. 12 - Kenai “Got Health” Community Celebration - A huge thanks to Lyn Brooks and her exchange student Hunjoo Choi 
for so capably covering the Kenai “Got Health” event at Kenai Middle School! �
�
Nov. 12 - Homer Health Fair -  Thanks to Lee Mayhan for helping all day at the Homer Health Fair and to Tom Mayhan for help-
ing pack up!  Thanks also to all the Homer and Anchor Point CERT folks who dropped by to say hello! 
 
Nov. 19  - The last of the year -  the Cooper Landing Health Fair  
Thanks to everyone who helped promote preparedness a nd CERT throughout the year!  
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CERT Volunteers — Please do your part to help us 
keep our training grants.  IS 100 and 700 are required 
for everyone who may be called on to respond during a disaster.  

IS-100: Introduction to Incident Command System 
IS-700: An Introduction to the National Incident  
 Management System 
 
FEMA’s  Emergency Management Institute offers the c lasses 
free online:  
http://www.training.fema.gov/IS/NIMS.asp  
After you complete each class, please forward FEMA’s confirma-
tion certificate link to glandua@borough.kenai.ak.us. 

THANKS! 
�

This newsletter is published 
quarterly by the Kenai Peninsula 
Citizen Corps Program with 
support from grant award 
10CCP-GR34065  from the US 
Dept. of Homeland Security, and 
the Alaska Division of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Man-
agement. Points of view or opin-
ions expressed in this document 
are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily represent the 
official position or policies of the 
U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security 
or the State of Alaska.�

Glenda Landua, 
Program Coordinator  
glandua@borough.kenai.ak.us 
262-2098 or  
1-800-478-4441, x2098 
 
Address:  
253 Wilson Lane 
Soldotna, AK 99669 
 
www.kpvolunteers.org  
 

 

 
KENAI PENINSULA CITIZEN CORPS 
Emergency Management Office 
253 Wilson Lane 
Soldotna, AK 99669 
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CERT volunteers  - you’re invited to participate in  the Alaska Shield exercise on February 10th 
and 11th.  The scenario will be an extended natural  gas outage during subzero temperatures.  
There are many possible roles for CERT, including h elping with neighborhood checks, informa-
tion hotlines and setting up & staffing an emergenc y shelter. We also need people willing to role-
play evacuees and spend the night in the shelter.  

Opportunities abound! If you’d like to get involved , let me know and I’ll keep you 
in the loop!  Glenda, 262-2098, glandua@borough.ken ai.ak.us �


